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An investigation into the productivity issues of the agricultural and natural

resources sector of Iran

Abstract

In Iran, one of the fundamental reasons for the economic backwardness of rural areas is
the low productivity of production factors. Indeed, the production factors (labor, land,
water, capital, etc.) are very poorly productive in rural areas of Iran. The agricultural
sector has low productivity in terms of human resources due to its inability to recruit
human resources, the presence of surplus human resources, its traditional structure, and
the low production level. The present study aimed to enumerate and prioritize the
productivity issues of different departments of the Ministry of Agriculture Jahad. The
research adopted the qualitative method with the Delphi technique to accomplish its
goal, i.e., identifying, ranking, and prioritizing the issues and problems of the
agricultural sector by the deputies/executive agencies/companies/bureaus of the
Ministry of Agriculture Jahad. The statistical population was composed of the public-
sector and private-sector experts in 20 deputies/executive agencies/companies/bureaus.
In the second phase, based on the issues collected in the first phase, the main issues
agreed upon by the majority of the experts were identified. In this phase, the respondents
were asked to express their opinions on each issue on a five-point Likert scale (1 = very
low, 2 = low, 3 = moderate, 4 = high, and 5 = very high) to prioritize them. The issues
were determined and prioritized in all 20 sectors in order to develop an operational

program for solving the main issues of the agricultural and natural resources sector.

Keywords: agricultural sector, essential issues, productivity, ranking
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